By-laws of the Saugatuck Douglas Art Club

Article I. Name—Saugatuck Douglas Art Club
Article II. Purpose—To stimulate and encourage throughout the Saugatuck-Douglas area the study and presentation of the performing and creating arts; to encourage public interest in the cultural heritage of the area and to encourage freedom of artistic expression.  This corporation may make and sign any agreements and do and perform any acts that may be necessary to carry out the purpose of the corporation.

Article III. Membership—The club shall consist of active members.
Article III. An active member subscribes to the purpose of the organization, is active in the organization, and pays dues.

Article IV. Executive Board

Article IV. The Executive Board will consist of President, Vice President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and Assistants as necessary.   Their term of office shall be two years, ending at the end of an even-numbered year.

Article IV. The President shall preside at all General or board meetings; he or she shall have authority to sign and execute contracts or other instruments; he or she shall appoint all board chairpersons; and shall prepare an annual report which shall be submitted at the Annual Meeting.

Article IV. The Vice President shall be responsible, in the absence of the President, for performing all of the duties of the President and shall be in charge of the yearbook.
Article IV. The Recording Secretary shall keep the minutes of all General or board meetings, shall be custodian of the records, by-laws, and other official documents and papers of the organization.

Article IV. The Corresponding Secretary is responsible for all correspondence of the organization.

Article IV. The Treasurer shall have charge of all funds of the organization, receive all money, pay all approved bills, and present a report of receipts, disbursements and balances at each monthly Board Meeting and General Meeting.  He or she shall present a financial report at the annual meeting. 
Article IV. The Parliamentarian shall interpret Robert’s rules of order at General and Board meetings.
Article V. Committee Chairpersons’ duties

Article V. Program Chairperson shall be responsible for all programs of the club year.

Article V. Publicity Chairperson shall be responsible for all of the publicity.

Article V. Hospitality Chairperson shall be responsible for hosts/hostesses.

Article V. Membership Chairperson shall be responsible for the recruitment and encouragement of new members and shall send out dues notices to members at the beginning of each year.

Article V. Calendar Chairperson shall be responsible for the securing of artwork and printing of the calendar.

Article V. Historian shall be responsible for collecting and displaying the articles and photos of the club events.

Article V. Remembrance Chairperson shall be responsible for memorials or flowers, as described in the policy sheet.

Article V. Scholarship Chairperson shall secure and present scholarship applications for board approval. A detailed description regarding scholarships is listed in the Policy sheet.

Article V. Arts and Crafts Fair Chairpersons shall be responsible for the Waterfront Invitational and the Arts and Crafts Fair.
Article VI. Dues

Article VI. Membership dues are payable annually prior to January 31.

Article VI. The amount for dues is outlined in the Policy Sheet.
Article VII. Meetings

Article VII. General Meetings shall be held March through December.  Each member will receive notice, written or verbal, in advance of the meeting.

Article VII. Election of officers shall be held at the Annual Meeting in even-numbered years.  At the Annual meeting the President and Treasurer shall give their annual reports.

Article VII. The Executive Board shall hold meetings, whenever it is deemed necessary.

Article VII. It shall be necessary to have 15 members present, including two members of the Executive Board, in order to constitute a quorum at the General Meeting.  A majority of a quorum shall be necessary to approve any motions or resolutions submitted at the meeting for action.

Article VIII. Special Committees shall be appointed by the President.

Article IX. Nominations and Election of Officers.   On or before the September board meeting the President shall appoint a nominating committee of three (3) members, one of which may be the Past President.   The committee shall present a slate of candidates at the October General meeting.  Nominations may be made from the floor with the consent of the nominee

Article X. The fiscal year shall be from January 1 through December 31.

Article XI. Amendments.   These by-laws may be amended at any General Meeting, by two-thirds vote of those active members present.  The by-laws should be reviewed every two years.
Article XII. Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern all meetings of the membership and Executive Committee.

Article XIII. Amendment to the articles of Incorporation.

Article XIII. The Saugatuck-Douglas Art Club is organized exclusively for charitable, educational, religious or scientific purposes within the meaning of section 501(c )(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (or corresponding section of any future Federal tax code).
Article XIII. No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, directors, officers, or other private persons, except that the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of section 501(c )(3) purposes.  No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the corporation shall not participate, or intervene in (including the publishing and distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf or in opposition to any candidate for public office.

Article XIII. Not withstanding any other provision of these articles, the corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from Federal income tax under section 501(c )(3) of the Internal Revenue code (or corresponding section of any future Federal tax code).

Article XIII. Upon dissolution of this corporation, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c )(3) of the Internal Revenue code, i.e. charitable, educational, religious, scientific, or corresponding section of any future Federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the Federal government, or to a  state or local government for a public purpose.

These by-laws were amended on June 6, 2005.
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